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Cheeseburgers and Fun Event
The Vermilion County Conservation Foundation would like to thank everyone for coming out to the Cheeseburger
and Fun event on Saturday, August 11. A great crowd enjoyed the live bands throughout the afternoon into the
evening as well as over 200 antique cars, Corvettes, hot rods, antique tractors, and more on display. A big hit
this year with the kids was the addition of Joyful Bubbles. Foundation Chairman Gordon Thoennes extends an
additional thank you to those who contributed to the success of the event. “I would like to thank all the volunteers
for a very successful Cheeseburger and Fun event. Event Coordinators Rick Strebing and Michael Puhr and those
who participated worked hard and made the event one of the premier events in Vermilion County. We would
all be remiss in not thanking the staff of VCCD who gave of their time in set up and tear down. Without their
efforts we would not be able to have such a great event.” The complete list of the generous sponsors for the 2018
Cheeseburgers and Fun event are inside on page 10.
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I would like to thank everyone for the encouragement and support
on my recent appointment to Executive Director. The progression
from Director of Operations to Interim Executive Director to
Executive Director in a four month period certainly has been an
adjustment for me and the staff. Understandably most of my time
involves working in the office, but I still enjoy opportunities to get
outside and work on projects that my former position required. The
dedicated VCCD staff and Board of Trustees have greatly assisted me
in my transition to Director.
Lara Darling has been promoted to Education Supervisor. Lara has
worked for the VCCD since 1998 as an environmental educator
and volunteer coordinator. As education supervisor she will lead
the education staff on the numerous VCCD events, summer camps,
Traveling Naturalist, and the Outdoor School program.
With our recent staffing changes some of the repairs and upgrades
to our parks have been delayed. Some projects we still want to
accomplish this year include repairs to the Willow Creek Pond
spillway, new dump station & leach field for the campgrounds,
repairs to the boardwalk, energy efficiency upgrades to the Kennekuk
Visitor Center, new concession stand at Lake Vermilion, and
continue parking lot as well as boat ramp improvements at Lake
Vermilion.
We had anticipated that construction of the 1.8 mile section of the
Kickapoo Rail Trail would begin in July. Due to delays in IEPA
permits and issues with tree removal required for construction, the
start has been delayed until this fall and continuing into next year.
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources is optimistic that bid
letting will occur in August 2019 for the section of trail through
Kickapoo State Park. This section includes the trestle bridge over the
Middle Fork River near the Vermilion County Fairgrounds. INDR’s
plans include a new bridge deck over the river and a trail head with
parking and restroom facilities off of US Route 150.
Jamie Pasquale
Executive Director
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Vermilion County Conservation District Announces New Executive Director
The Vermilion County Conservation District (VCCD) Board
of Trustees unanimously approved the promotion of Jamie
Pasquale to the position of Executive Director at a special
board meeting on August 1, 2018. Pasquale had been
serving as the Interim Executive Director since the middle
of March 2018. Board Trustee Chuck Schroeder and Trustee
Shelley McLain were two of six people from the community
to serve on the Executive Director Search Committee.
Schroeder stated the VCCD received 36 applications for
the position. The search committee interviewed eligible
applicants and recommended three people to the board.
"Jamie will be a great Director for the Conservation District.
The Board is looking forward to great things under Jamie's
direction," said Schroeder.
Pasquale is a Vermilion County native, growing up in Georgetown and now residing in rural Danville.
He began his full-time employment with the VCCD in January 1998 as the Site Superintendent of Lake
Vermilion. He was promoted to Associate Director of Operations in 2001. Pasquale has also served as
President of the Illinois Association of Conservation Districts and is a member of the Lake Vermilion
Water Quality Coalition.
Jonathan Myers, VCCD Board President adds, "Jamie brings experience and dedication to the position
and the Board is confident in his ability to not only sustain, but also to grow the reputation of our
Parks as the crown jewel of the County."
The Vermilion County Conservation District was formed in 1966 by a referendum vote of the citizens
of Vermilion County in Illinois and manages approximately 5000 acres at Forest Glen Preserve,
Kennekuk County Park, Lake Vermilion, and Heron County Park.

On Friday, July 13, 2018, the VCCD
hosted the Danville Boys and Girls
Club at Kennekuk County Park.
Approximately 100 kids and adults
enjoyed an afternoon of fishing,
hiking, and a hayride around the
park.
Photos at left by Nick Jeurissen
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Fall & Winter
Programs and
Activities
September

1
Public Hayride at Forest Glen, 6 p.m. Meet at LJK Visitor Center parking lot. $1/person Fee
17
Outdoor School begins at Forest Glen & Kennekuk for 8 weeks for area 4th & 5th graders.
15
Wool Dyeing Demonstration, Forest Glen Homestead Cabin; 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Free!
19
VCCD Board Meeting at Gannett Education Center, 4:30 p.m. Forest Glen - Public Invited
22–23 Revolutionary War Re-enactment
			
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Sunday
			
Battle Reenactments each day!
			
Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen. Free!
23
Pioneer Craft Day, 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen. Free!

October

6
Public Hayride at Forest Glen, 6 p.m. Meet at LJK Visitor Center parking lot. $1/person Fee
6
Vermilion County Conservation Foundation Sportsman’s Banquet; 5 p.m.
			
Sleepy Creek Vineyard, Oakwood; call 217-442-1691 for ticket information
12
VCCF Board Meeting, Zack Hickman Room at Kennekuk Visitor Center, 9 a.m.
17
VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30 p.m. Public Invited

November
4
14

Thanksgiving at the Cabin, 1 - 4 p.m., Forest Glen Homestead Cabin area, Free!
VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30 p.m. Public Invited

December
2
2-31
5
7

Holiday Open House, 2 - 8 p.m. Bunker Hill Historic Area, Kennekuk. Free!
Holiday Lights at the Bunker Hill Historic Area, each night 5 - 8 p.m. Kennekuk. Free!
VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30 p.m. Public Invited
VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9 a.m.

* Please note: Due to staff limitations and time involvement, the Haunted Happenings event originally
scheduled for October 20 has been cancelled for 2018.
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Be a Volunteer for your County Parks!
The Vermilion County Conservation District has many opportunities for people of all ages to
volunteer at the parks. Volunteers can help monitor trail conditions and do light maintenance work
such as clearing branches and collecting litter. This is a great way to get exercise, spend time with
your family or enjoy nature on your own, and contribute to the parks.
We also utilize volunteers at our special events throughout the year like the Maple Syrup Open
House, Pioneer Craft Day, Holiday Open House, and more.
Our biggest need for volunteers is staffing the buildings on Sunday afternoons. The Kennekuk
Visitor Center needs volunteers to greet visitors, answer general questions, and sell candy, chips,
soda, or water from 12 p.m. - 4 p. m. on Sunday’s from May through October. At Kennekuk’s Bunker
Hill Historic Area as well as Forest Glen’s Pioneer Cabin and Nature Center, volunteers are needed
to greet visitors from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. on Sunday’s from Memorial Day weekend through Labor
Day weekend. No prior knowledge or experience is needed, and training is provided. Without
volunteers in the buildings, they remain locked to our park visitors.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Lara Darling at 217-442-1691,
or ldarling@vccd.org, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
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Old Barn Bridge Update
Story and Photos by Nick Jeurissen

Unfortunately, a detour along a gravel road was necessary this year to cross the creek on the Old Barn Trail at
Forest Glen. Don’t worry though, a Scout from Troop 234 is working on it!
15-year old Kenny Clarkston of Westville approached the district last fall looking for a potential project required
to obtain the rank of Eagle Scout. Eagle Scouts have accomplished a long list of ventures throughout the years
for the VCCD and we are more than happy to assist them in their endeavor. In the past, staff members and the
community have worked alongside the scouts, teaching the value of hard work while improving our parks for all
of us to enjoy.
Kenny chose to undertake the task of rebuilding the Old Barn Trail Bridge. The previous bridge washed out due
to years of flooding and lodged debris. Together we developed a plan and a budget. He spent the winter and
spring acquiring the funding, while the district worked on preparing the site. After waiting for the spring rains
to observe the flood plain area and the maximum height the water would reach, we determined the new bridge
length and height. Hopefully, we will be safe from running into the same problem again! Joey Thomas, owner of
Thomas Excavating, donated and delivered the 60 foot steel web joists that he had previously salvaged from the
former Daniel Elementary School in Tilton. They are estimated to be around 100 years old and are still in great
shape. After pouring new reinforced concrete abutments, and installing the joists, Kenny enlisted a group of
volunteers to help scrape and paint. They did a fantastic job!
Phase 1 is nearly complete and Phase 2 will continue into the fall. Filling in the approaches with earth and rock,
installing large rock around the concrete abutments, re-routing the beginning of the trail, installing the hand
rails, and a new sign is on the docket. While Kenny has until he is 18 years old to complete his Eagle Scout
requirement, he is motivated and wants to continue making headway while juggling the responsibilities of
school. I have been highly impressed with the work ethic instilled by his family and the scouts. We are incredibly
grateful to all of you that have contributed time or money to make this improvement to Forest Glen a reality.
Kenny Clarkston and his father,
Kenny Sr., finishing the deck board
installation.

Above: Last fall after removing the
old bridge.
Left: Making Progress
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Bow-Range Burning
by Cole Craft
Bow-Range burning is a new concept that has many people talking in the world of deer hunting.
The idea came about at Mississippi State University by Dr. Marcus Lashley, who is still doing
research on the concept. The concept is simple, you do a small prescribed burn around the area
you would like to place your deer stand. These burns are done in late summer or early fall before
hunting season starts.
Dr. Lashley and his students have been studying timing, location, and size of prescribed burns
and so far their work has led to some incredible statistics. September prescribed fires with a
30 yard radius and a bow stand placed in the middle produce 13 times more shot opportunities
than hunting where the woods had not been burnt. The deer are extremely attracted to the new
growth. Not only does this change the composition of the plants in the forest to more preferred
deer forage but immediately after the burn, the regrowth of plants contain double the protein and
triple the minerals and are 20 to 25 times more preferred by deer. The peak of the nutritional value
available is seven weeks after the prescribed burn.
This study is being done in the South so I am curious to see how this can be adapted for use
in the Midwest. They suggest burning in September to help aid with fawns, does lactating, and
antler growth. However, in October when nutritional values would be at their peak levels fawns
are starting to be less reliant on their mothers and most bucks have lost their velvet which means
antler growth is over. Only time will tell how effective this can be in our neck of the woods.
For more information, visit: https://www.qdma.com/try-bow-range-burning-for-archery-attraction/

Did You Know?
Maybe you have noticed the little black horizontal line in the
eye of a painted turtle (left), or maybe you have never looked
closely at the eyes of this common water-loving turtle. Next
time you see a painted turtle, look for this black line in their
eye - it is very important to the turtle.
That black line in the turtle’s eye stays parallel to the water’s
surface, no matter what, by virtue of a sophisticated sensingand-control system; not unlike what keeps our own eyes
steady as we move around. When the turtle moves its head,
this sensory balance system moves to compensate.
The turtle spends its life close to the ground and the water’s
surface, and therefore needs to have its best vision aligned
horizontally in order to find food, seek mates, and avoid
danger.
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Cheeseburgers and Fun Event Sponsors
August 11, 2018

Thank You to our wonderful sponsors and special friends of the District and Vermilion County
Conservation Foundation. Without you, this event would not be possible!

GOLD

			Beltone Hearing Aid Service		

			
			
			
			

SILVER

First Farmers Bank & Trust			
Illiana Antique Auto Club			
Lee’s Famous Recipe			
WDNL D102 / K-ROCK 94.9 FM		

Meijer
First Midwest Bank
KISS 103.1 FM / KOOL 92.9 FM
Tee Pak Credit Union
WITY 980 AM / 99.5 FM

BRONZE

			Alderman Mike Puhr			

Alderman Rick Strebing
			Bob Schifo Photography			Bott’s Locksmith
			Courtesy Ford				Crowder CPA’s LTD
			
Danville Paper & Supply			
Daniel L. Ribbe Trucking Inc.
			ERH Enterprises, Inc.				Faulstich Printing
			
Farnsworth Group				
Hall of Fame Plaques & Signs
			Latoz Hardware, Inc.				Mark’s Radiator Shop
			Rahn Equipment Company			Robinson Chiropractic
			
St Mary’s Church				
Sunset Funeral Homes & Memorial Park
			Terminix					Vermilion Liquor North
						Watson General Tire
		
Kuchefski Heating & Air Conditioning Inc.		

SPECIAL THANKS
Central Corvette Cruisers of Illinois		
Illiana Antique Auto Club
Mustang Club of Danville
I & I Antique Tractor Club
Junkyard Dogs
City of Danville
Kennekuk Road Runners
VCCD Volunteer Corps
Vermilion Voles

Beautiful cars at the Car Show (Photo by Bob Schifo)
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From the Garden

Story and Photos by Susan Biggs Warner

I normally share news about the Kennekuk herb garden in this article, but this time I want to let
everyone know about the new butterfly garden at Forest Glen Preserve. The garden was put in last
year to help celebrate the dedication of the Lorna J. Konsis Visitor Center and we added a few more
plants this year.
The garden has served several purposes so far. First it is an example of a fairly low maintenance
butterfly garden for park visitors to enjoy. Second, the garden provides the Outdoor School teachers
here at Forest Glen Preserve with monarch caterpillars for students to watch as they transform into
butterflies. What a wonderful miracle of nature! The third purpose is that it gives us a constant slice of
nature right outside the office window.
If you think a butterfly garden would be a nice addition to your yard or even your office landscape
please stop by the Visitor Center at Forest Glen and take a look. We would be happy to show you
our baby butterflies, otherwise known as caterpillars. We also have handout material on starting
your own garden. All you really need is a sunny spot that is protected from the wind and a little bit
of gardening skill to start a butterfly garden. In a few short months you too could have monarchs,
swallowtails, skippers, clear-winged moths, and honey bees to enjoy.
On another note, the Bunker Hill Historical Area gardens are looking wonderful this year and worth
your time to visit. Another garden stop to put on your calendar is the “Antiques in the Park” event
at the Douglas Discovery Garden, Douglas Park, in Danville. This nice event combines antiques and
gardening demonstrations with tours of the flower, vegetable, and herb gardens. I will be there with
herb cooking demonstrations and recipes. The event runs 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, September 8.
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Bunker Hill Historic Area
Holiday Open House
Sunday, December 2, 2018
2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Come out to Kennekuk County Park’s
Bunker Hill Historic Area to take in
the sights of an old-fashioned holiday
season.
The Print Shop, Atwood Home, Neff
Grocery Store, Red Oak School, and
Vermilion Chapel will all be open and
decorated for visitors to enjoy.
Refreshments, cookies, holiday crafts
for the kids, music, and more can be
enjoyed at no charge to celebrate the
season!
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In Memoriam
Kenneth Hunter
Longtime VCCD volunteer Kenneth “Ken” Hunter passed away on the morning of May 29, 2018.
Ken spent over 20 years volunteering for the VCCD and loved Forest Glen Preserve. He is survived
by Mona (nee Church), his wife of 61 years. Ken was a staple at the Maple Syrup Open House
Pancake and Sausage Dinner greeting visitors in the dining room, helping cook and serve pancakes,
making coffee, and anything else the VCCD staff needed. Ken and his wife Mona also supplied many
materials, including one of the outside cooking griddles, for the Maple Syrup event as well.
He frequently brought his collection of antique toys out to the Pioneer Cabin at Forest Glen for
children young and old to enjoy. Ken would also lend his chair caning skills and expertise at the
Pioneer Craft Day and Revolutionary War events. He and his wife volunteered for many years at
Haunted Happenings. He was a past president of the Vermilion County Audubon Society and made
many bluebird boxes for the bluebird conservation project in Vermilion County. Ken enjoyed sharing
his knowledge and experience with people and was a lifelong learner himself.
Ken made a lasting impression on many of the VCCD staff. His generosity and wonderful outlook
on life will be greatly missed. The VCCD is thankful to the following people for making a monetary
donation in memory of Kenneth Hunter.
Sharon Rothermel, Broadlands, IL		
Gene & Kay McCoy, Savoy, IL
George & Bobbie Gerdes, Broadlands, IL
Edna McDaniel, Paris, IL
Trace Hunter, Littleton, CO				
Jeff Hunter, Chicago, IL
Todd Hunter, Golden, CO				
Mona Hunter, Allerton, IL
Whitney McComas, Urbana, IL 			
Irma & Donald Clem, Homer, IL
Robert & Barbara McComas, Allerton, IL		
Thomas & Suzanne Smith, Homer, IL
Pamela White-Evans & Kirk Evans, Tuscola, IL

“Friends of the District”
Thank you!
Old Town Preservation Society, Danville, IL - Monetary donation
Champaign-Urbana Herb Society - Monetary donation
Chrisman Public Library - Monetary donation
Middle Fork Audubon Society - Monetary donation for Outdoor School workbook printing
Vermilion County Pheasants Forever - Monetary donation for Outdoor School workbook printing
Vermilion County Conservation Foundation - Monetary donation for Outdoor School workbook
printing
Lee & Roseann Sherman, Georgetown, IL - Monetary donation for Forest Glen Preserve
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Support Your Vermilion County Parks
Vermilion County Conservation Foundation
www.vccfoundation.info
The mission of the Vermilion County Conservation Foundation is to support the efforts of the Vermilion County
Conservation District through the conservation of our natural resources, improvement of natural and scenic areas,
scientific research, support of conservation education to citizens of Vermilion County, Illinois, and maintenance
and support of capital projects to promote historical and natural preservation. The Foundation aspires to be an
organization which is committed to all natural and wildlife resource conservation activities which ensure future growth,
and scenic enhancements for public use. If you would like to join us, please use the form below, selecting the level of
membership that is right for you.
					$25
Regular
					$50
Supporting
					$100 Patron
					
$1,000 Life - Payable in up to four installments, if preferred
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________

Enclose this form with your tax-deductible check payable to VCCF and send to:
VCCF c/o Forest Glen Preserve, 20301 E. 900 North Road, Westville, IL 61883

