
“Conservation Challenge 2021”
Due to crowd-size restrictions in place earlier this spring, the Vermilion County Conservation 
District was not able to host the annual Conservation Olympics program at Forest Glen.  
Traditionally, over 400 Vermilion County 6th-grade students, teachers, parents, volunteers, and 
staff attend the event annually in May. Conservation Olympics started in 1984 and combines 
athletic events with conservation knowledge on Vermilion County native plants and animals, our 
natural resources, environmental concerns, endangered species, and recycling.  

In place of the traditional Conservation Olympics 
program, students were asked to participate in the 
“Conservation Olympics Conservation Challenge 
2021,” with the goal of completing a conservation 
project at their school or in their local community.  
The VCCD appreciates the hard work and dedication of 
three schools that participated: Bismarck-Henning Junior 
High, Oakwood Grade School, and Salt Fork Junior High. 

Bismarck-Henning 6th-grade students 
completed several projects including posting 
signs in the hallways of the Junior High school 
to celebrate Earth Day with tips on how to make 
responsible conservation decisions at home 
and school. They also planted several trees on 
campus, collected litter on school property, and 
held a Junior High-wide contest to see what grade 
level could recycle the most aluminum cans!

Please turn to page 3 to read the projects 
completed by Oakwood Grade School and 
Salt Fork Junior High.
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Photo, top: Bismarck-Henning 6th-grade students and 
a portion of the trash they collected. 

Photo, bottom: Results of the school-wide 
aluminum can recycling contest
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Now that we have hopefully put COVID behind us (I hope this is the last 
time I type the word COVID in a newsletter) at the VCCD, activities have 
begun to return to normal. Programs, summer camps, building reservations, 
group camping, Outdoor School, and school day visits have or will resume. 
Building reservations have been steadily increasing with many groups 
looking forward to having family reunions and other social gatherings 
at the parks.

After a slow start, the Gannett Center renovations have ramped up with 
remodeled bathrooms, a new HVAC system, new flooring, and new 
ADA-accessible front doors. The classroom addition is still planned, but 
due to the large price increase in building materials, especially lumber, that 
has been put on hold until prices hopefully decrease. With most of the work 
being done by our staff, working on the renovations often takes a back seat 
to everything else going on.

New metal handrails for half of the Wetland Boardwalk at Heron Park have 
been ordered. The new railings will be installed in phases taking two or three 
years to complete. Approximately 2000 feet of handrail will be purchased 
with the installation work completed by VCCD staff. The District received a 
large donation to help the multi-phase project.

The holiday lights at the Bunker Hill Historic Area will be expanded this 
season. The addition of most of the displays from the Brooks Family 
Christmas that was formerly on Henning Road just south of Kennekuk will 
be featured at Bunker Hill. The large display with thousands of lights will 
start the night of the Holiday Open House on December 5 and continue 
nightly until January 2, 2022.

The Vermilion County Conservation Foundation has begun fundraising to 
replace some of the playground equipment in the park. Due to the age and 
playground safety standards, all of our current playgrounds will be phased 
out. Cost and maintenance will prohibit us from installing playgrounds at 
every shelter or replacing the nine playgrounds we once had. With the efforts 
from the VCCFoundation, hopefully Forest Glen and Kennekuk will have at 
least one playground.
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For up-to-date information on programs, events, nature news, and 
more; be sure to visit www.vccd.org and like us on our Facebook 

page under “Vermilion County Conservation District.”

You can contact us at:

Kennekuk County Park
22296 Henning Road, Danville IL, 61834

217-442-1691

Forest Glen Preserve
20301 E. 900 North Road, Westville, IL 61883

217-662-2143

Email us at vccd@vccd.org
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“Conservation Challenge 2021” 
Cover Story Continued

Oakwood 6th-grade students completed their Conservation 
Challenge along the Kickapoo Rail Trail, which is located in the 
village of Oakwood. The students studied pollinators (butterflies, 
bees, hummingbirds, etc.) and why they are important for plant 
reproduction. They also researched native Illinois wildflowers that 
are beneficial for pollinators, including Wild Columbine, 
Black-Eyed Susans, Woodland Phlox, Milkweed, and Coneflower. 
The students planted five containers with twenty-five native plants 
and placed them along the Kickapoo Rail Trail. Each container 
included educational information identifying the flowers and 
explaining why the plants are important for pollinators. Insect 
"hotels" were also added to the containers to provide a safe place 
for insects to stay, lay eggs, or hibernate this winter.

Salt Fork 6th-grade students removed grass and cleared an area on 
the campus of Salt Fork South to plant a pollinator garden. After 
students researched the importance of pollinators, they compiled 
a list of native plants they wanted to add to their garden. The next 
step was adding the plants to the ground including 
Black-Eyed Susan, Milkweed, Coneflower, Indian Blanket, 
Purple Prairie Clover, Coreopsis, and more. This pollinator garden 
will be an educational tool for all Salt Fork students for many years!

For their hard work and dedication, the students received 
the following prizes:
Bismarck-Henning - up to $100 for a class party
Oakwood - up to $75 for a class party
Salt Fork - up to $50 for a class party

Thank you to all the students, teachers, administrators, and 
parents for helping make our world better with the “Conservation 
Challenge 2021!” The Vermilion County Conservation District 
is hopeful we can meet in person in 2022 for the traditional 
Conservation Olympics Program. 

Photo, above: One of the five containers and 
insect hotels placed along the Kickapoo Rail 

Trail by Oakwood 6th-grade students

Photo, above: 6th-grade students from Salt 
Fork Junior High planting the pollinator 

garden on school property.
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VCCD Land Management Update
by Cole Craft

This spring the VCCD was able to plant roughly 12 acres of clover, sorghum, and sunflowers between 
Forest Glen Preserve and Kennekuk County Park. Food plots serve as a supplemental and emergency 
food source for local and migrating wildlife. Thanks to the Vermilion County Pheasants Forever and 
National Wild Turkey Federation for the donation of the seed to make this possible.

Clover, sorghum (photo, bottom left), and sunflowers (photo, bottom right) are beneficial for many 
different types of wildlife. Clover attracts multiple kinds of pollinator species, as well as mammals and 
turkeys. Sorghum looks similar to corn while it is growing. It will entice an array of bird species and 
deer enjoy eating the seeds too. Sunflowers lure pollinator species in addition to many types of birds.

“Friends of the District”
Thank you!

In Memory of David Hale - Mary Clevenger and Chuck Ziegler, Mary Kay Solecki, Michael and Patsy Dunham, 
         Michael and Kristin Camp

In Memory of Donald Primmer – Georgia King

In Memory of William “Uncle Billy” Sacotnik – Tammy Garza, Shirley & Faustyn Thompson, Gary & Theresa Liggett,   
                  Joseph Carrol, Josephine Thompson

In Memory of Sam Corbin – For Education Programs: Jeff & Michelle Winland, Tim Lickfett

In Memory of Kenneth D. Miller, Jr. – For wetlands and marsh management: Linda Miller Family, John & Joanna Milewski,  
 Kevin & Lori Hall, Charles & Jessie Mattis, Rick & Dianne Marble, SJWCC Friends, Ed & Marsha Gritton, 
 Leanna Alexander, Erin Judy

Monetary donation for the River Ridge Backpack Trail - Cletus Geurts

Monetary donation for Forest Glen Trails - Darby Rude

Monetary donation for Lorna J. Konsis Visitor Center gardens - S. Beck

Monetary donation for the Doris L. Westfall Prairie - Mike and Donna Westfall

Monetary donation to the Kickapoo Rail Trail - Kenneth and Shirley Kuhn



2021 VCCD 
Programs 

and Events

Please note: Due to COVID-19, events may be canceled or postponed. Please visit www.vccd.org for updates

August 
  19 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited
  

September
  7 “Conservation Education Tools for Teachers” Resource Evening for Educators, 3 - 6p.m., Free
    Gannett Education Center, Forest Glen, call 217-442-1691 for more information

  9 “Conservation Education Tools for Teachers” Resource Evening for Educators, 3 - 6p.m., Free
    Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, call 217-442-1691 for more information

  15 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited

  18 Wool Dyeing Demonstration, Homestead Cabin, Forest Glen. 10a.m. - 3p.m.  Free!

  25-26  Revolutionary War Re-enactment, Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen. Free!
    Saturday 10a.m. - 5p.m., Sunday 10a.m. - 4p.m. 

  26 Pioneer Craft Day, 10a.m. - 4p.m. Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen. Free!

October
  2 Fall Mushroom Program with Mycologist Dr. Andrew Miller, Gannett Center, Forest Glen, 
    $8/person, Preregistration and fee required
    Registration opens on September 2 at https://bit.ly/FallMushroom2021

  8 VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.

  11  “Animal Olympics!” Program for kids, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 
    9a.m. - 3p.m., Free

  20 VCCD Board Meeting at Gannett Education Center, Forest Glen, 4:30p.m. Public Invited
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November
  4 KRT at Sleepy Creek Event, Call 217-442-1691 for information or to purchase tickets

  7 Thanksgiving at the Cabin, 1 - 4p.m. Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen. Free!

  17 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited

December
  5 Holiday Open House,  2 - 8p.m. Bunker Hill Historic Area, Kennekuk. Free!

  5 Holiday Lights begin at the Bunker Hill Historic Area, Kennekuk, 5 - 8p.m. Free!
    Lights will continue to be on for drive-through viewing every night until January 2, 2022

  10 VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.
  
  15 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited
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Did You Know?

Adult bald eagles have the dark brown body and distinctive white head and tail.  In contrast, juvenile 
bald eagles have mottled brown and white plumage.  They gradually acquire the adult plumage as 
they mature, which takes about five years. Most bald eagles can breed at 4 or 5 years of age, but 
many do not start breeding until much older.  Bald eagles may live 15- 30 years in the wild.
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NNaattuurraall  WWooooll  DDyyeeiinngg  DDaayy  
September 18, 10am – 3pm 

 
 

Forest Glen Pioneer Homestead Area 

Watch as natural fibers are dyed with natural plants and other 
fascinating substances. 

Bring your camera to snap pictures of the rainbow of colors. 

Free of charge and open to the public! 

 

 

 

 

Pioneer Craft Day and 
Revolutionary War Reenactment 

                                           September 25th and 26th 
                             Forest Glen Preserve   

 

  Sept. 25 and 26 ~ Revolutionary War Battles, Tours of Encampment, 
      Historical Clothing, Cannons, Campfire Cooking, Tomahawk Throw 
 
  PIONEER CRAFT DAY ~ Sept. 26, Watch, Learn & Try Your Hand at         
      Old Fashion Crafts and Games, Candle Dipping, Cider Making, 
      Fry Bread, Rope Making & More! 
 
Sponsored by:  The North West Territorial Alliance & 

       The Vermilion County Conservation District 

       For more information, call 217-662-2143  

The Vermilion County Conservation District 



Thanksgiving at the Cabin 
          Forest Glen’s Pioneer Homestead Cabin 

SSuunnddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  77tthh 
1 – 4 pm 

Hearth Cooking ~ Dutch Ovens ~ Free Recipes 
~Historically Dressed Interpreters ~ 

Everyone is welcome to this free event 
 
For more information, call 217-662-2143                          

The Vermilion County 
Conservation District 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Mushroom Identification 101
Saturday, October 2, 2021
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Forest Glen Preserve

Pre-registration is required, $8/person.  Registration will open on 
Thursday, September 2 at https://bit.ly/FallMushroom2021 

Participation is limited
Call 217-442-1691 for more information

Want to learn more about the amazing world of mushrooms?  Join us at Forest Glen Preserve on 
Saturday, October 2 to explore and discover our fungi friends.  Dr. Andrew Miller, a mycologist with 
the Illinois Natural History Survey will describe edible and poisonous mushrooms in Illinois, as well as 
the life cycle of various mushrooms, growing conditions, and proper identification.  The morning will 
begin with a presentation in the classroom followed by a woodland mushroom hunt and exploration 
hike.
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Illinois Butterflies and Moths ENTICE Workshop

The Vermilion County Conservation District hosted an Illinois Butterflies and Moths ENTICE 
(Environment and Nature Training Institute for Conservation Education) workshop Saturday, July 
10, at the Kennekuk Environmental Education Center. The workshop was sponsored by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources with presenter Jim Louderman from The Field Museum in Chicago. 
Lara Danzl, VCCD Educator, also shared examples of how to incorporate the knowledge shared into 
classroom activities. 

All participants received a set of resources that included the following: 
 Butterflies of Illinois: A Field Guide
 Peterson First Guide to Caterpillars of North America
 La Mariposa book
 A Butterfly is Patient book
 Illinois Moths and Butterflies poster
 Illinois Woodland Wildflowers poster
 Illinois Prairie Wildflowers poster
 Illinois Milkweeds poster
 Illinois Butterfly Gardens brochure
 Illinois Natural Resources Trading Cards
 Wings, Stings and Leggy Things activity book
 Spanish-language version of Wings, Stings and Leggy Things activity book 
 Insect Sweep Net

The Vermilion County Conservation District will host another ENTICE Workshop in 2022 on Illinois 
Prairies on August 27, 2022, at Forest Glen Preserve. For full details about the ENTICE Workshops, 
including registration information, visit enticeworkshops.com. 

Photos from workshop below courtesy of Joe Bauer, Illinois Department of Natural Resources.
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Make plans to participate in the 
Vermilion County Conservation Foundation

Cheeseburgers and Run 5k!

Lace up your shoes and join us for the inaugural Vermilion County Conservation Foundation 
Cheeseburgers & Run 5k.  This event is being cosponsored by the Vermilion County 
Conservation Foundation and the Witzel Family McDonald’s. 

This will be a virtual 5k so you can run or walk in the parks or any location you feel 
comfortable between the dates of August 22 -28, 2021.  All proceeds from this race will go 
towards replacing playground equipment at VCCD parks. 

Registration is open at: http://cheeseburgersandrun.org



Summer Garden Projects Around the District
by Susan Biggs Warner

There has been great progress on VCCD gardening 
projects this spring and summer. One project that was 
completed is the new picket fence at Forest Glen’s 
pioneer homestead. The new fence was installed with 
the help of retired employee Charlie Rhoden, his family, 
and members of their revolutionary war group. The 
group takes part in a revolutionary war reenactment at 
the homestead each fall, this year’s date is September 
25 and 26.

The butterfly garden at Forest Glen has been freshened up with a few new plants and mulch, now 
we wait for caterpillars to appear. Lantana growing in the Lorna Konsis Memorial Garden will surely 
attract lots of butterflies. The new salvia and assorted perennials in front of the Forest Glen visitor 
center will hopefully attract hummingbirds for park visitors to enjoy.

At Kennekuk, the Bunker Hill Historic Area has been bustling with Master Gardeners working on the 
gardens around Atwood House and the herb garden. The gardens at Atwood include a vegetable 
garden with the harvest going to local food banks. The new maps for the herb garden plantings are 
in place and ready for visitors, and with over 120 different herbs in the garden a map will be helpful. 
A “Tuesday Night Class” in conjunction will the Master Gardeners was held on July 20 at the herb 
garden. For more information on the Master Gardener program and upcoming classes, visit the Illinois 
Extension website, https://extension.illinois.edu/mg, or call the Extension office at 217-442-8615.

Gardening projects around the district rely on help from volunteers, both physically and monetarily, 
and we would like to thank all the wonderful individuals and groups that help us make your parks so 
beautiful.
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Did You Know?

The mask across the face of a raccoon isn’t just for show!

Thanks to the black markings that fall across their eyes, 
raccoons have been typecast as the conniving thief or trickster 
figure in stories for centuries. But their famous black masks do 
more than make them look like adorable outlaws—they also 
help them see clearly. 

The black fur works just like the black stickers athletes 
wear under their eyes: The dark color absorbs incoming 
light, reducing glare that would otherwise bounce into their 
eyes and obstruct their vision. At night, when raccoons are 
most active, less peripheral light makes it easier for them 
to perceive contrast in the objects of their focus, which is 
essential for seeing in the dark.

Photo of raccoon at left courtesy of Tom Marriage
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                           JOIN THE VERMILION COUNTY CONSERVATION FOUNDATION 

         MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
    Join the VCCF in making a difference in your community and commit to all natural and 
wildlife resource conservation activities.  Currently, the Foundation is working with the 
VCCD on Beech Grove Trail and Site Improvement and has pledged monies toward the 
planned renovation of the Gannett Outdoor Education Center in Forest Glen Preserve.   

Each Year the Foundation helps fund mailing of this newsletter, printing cost of 
Outdoor School Workbooks for over 1000 students, and the cost of equipment needed to 
keep your Vermilion County Parks looking good.   

Your VCCF membership at any level entitles you to a 10% discount on Vermilion 
County Conservation District rentals and user fees like camping, boat decals and VCCD 
hunting fees, but expires each December 31.  Choose a membership today that is right 
for you! 

    □  $25  Regular  
    □  $50        Supporting   

    □  $100      Patron   

                 □  $1,000   Life – payable in up to four installments, if preferred 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_______________________________________   State __________  Zip Code ___________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________ E-mail________________________________________ 

      vcc foundation 
Enclose this form with your tax-deductible check payable to VCCF  
and mail to:  VCCF, c/o Forest Glen Preserve, 20301 E  900 North Road, Westville, IL  61883 


