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New Event to Celebrate Forest Glen Maple Syrup!
The Maple Syrup Fest will be held on Sunday, March 19, 2023, from 10 am - 2 pm, at Forest Glen 
Preserve. This new event will showcase Forest Glen’s maple syrup with a variety of activities for 
people of all ages. 

Watch the sap collected from Forest Glen sugar maple 
trees turn into syrup at the Sugar Bush. Test your 
skills as you tap a metal spile into a tree trunk. Learn 
the history and folklore of maple syrup on guided 
hikes along Willow Creek Trail that will begin every 30 
minutes until 1 pm.  Tour the Pioneer Homestead Cabin 
for a step back in history. Visit the Nature Center for a 
kid’s craft activity.  Enjoy a taste of Forest Glen maple 
syrup with a French Toast Stick and Sausage Basket for 
$6/basket at the Gannett Education Center. Please note 
there will be limited seating for eating at the Gannett 
Education Center. If available, the Forest Glen Maple Syrup will be for 
sale at the Gannett Education Center as well.

All activities are free with the exception of the French Toast and 
Sausage basket ($6) and Forest Glen Maple Syrup Pints ($15) or Quarts 
($30). All activities will run concurrently during the event time with the 
last guided hike leaving at 1 pm. 

This event will take place in lieu of the Maple Syrup Pancake 
and Sausage Breakfast due to current Gannett Education Center 
renovations. 

For more information, please call 217-662-2142.
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Director’s Dateline
by Jamie Pasquale

After some delays due to staff availability and building material 
cost, work on the Gannett Education Center has finally resumed. 
The back classroom has been removed and the new addition is 
under way. The VCCD staff have poured the foundation, built 
and set exterior walls, set trusses, installed the roof decking and 
roof. The 45’ x 60’ addition will have a classroom, display area, 
office, and storage. Now that the building is dried in, we will 
probably take a break with construction to allow staff to work on 
other projects.

The VCCD is offering a new program this year based off of the 
Maple Syrup Open House event. Due to ongoing renovations 
at the Gannett Education Center, we are not able to have our 
traditional pancake dinner, but we wanted to have an event to 
celebrate our maple syrup season. This year, we will host the 
Maple Syrup Fest on March 19 from 10 am - 2 pm. The one-day 
event will feature our maple syrup production, guided hikes, tree 
tapping demonstrations, and other activities. A French Toast 
Stick and Sausage Basket with Forest Glen Maple Syrup will be 
available for purchase. There will be limited seating available; 
we encourage visitors to enjoy their French Toast Basket while 
visiting the other activities of the day. 

If available, Forest Glen Maple Syrup can be purchased at 
the Gannett Education Center on the day of the event. More 
information about Maple Syrup Fest is included in this edition of 
the Conservationist, and on our VCCD Facebook and website.
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Are you excited for the annual return of 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds?

Watch their migration progress back to Illinois at 
https://journeynorth.org/hummingbirds.

Photo courtesy of Tom Marriage, taken at Heron County Park.



Special Pull-Out Section Inside!
Our 2023 Calendar of Events is included in this Spring Conservationist!  Be sure to keep this section handy so 
you can be informed of the many events and programs the VCCD offers!

For up-to-date information on programs, nature news, events, and more; be sure to visit www.vccd.org and 
follow us on Facebook.

You can contact us at:
   Kennekuk County Park  Forest Glen Preserve
   22296 Henning Road   20301 E. 900 North Road
   Danville IL, 61834   Westville, IL 61883
   217-442-1691    217-662-2142

Email us at vccd@vccd.org
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A bicycle Fix-it Repair Station, shown below, has been added along the Kickapoo Rail Trail in 
Oakwood thanks to the efforts of Andrew Guelfi, a Boy Scout member of Troop 40, St. Joseph, IL.  
With this project, Andrew will earn his Eagle Scout ranking. 

The Vermilion County Conservation District appreciates Andrew raising the necessary funds, 
working with our staff and the Village of Oakwood, and installing the bike fix-it repair station for the 
Kickapoo Rail Trail. Thank you Andrew!

New Repair Station Added 
to the Kickapoo Rail Trail
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As I walk the trail under the arch of limbs and a warm spring-almost summer sun, the kids are 
chatting loudly behind me. It’s an afternoon during Outdoor School; they’ve listened to lectures, 
done activities, received homework, and we decided the best way to use our last half hour was to 
wander the woods. There’s no lesson plan and no volume control. But, in this moment, nature gives 
us one of her sweet surprises.

“Miss Karcher! Miss Karcher!” yells a boy from the middle of the line. “I see a deer!”

“Where?!” I ask, looking through the woods at head height.

“Right there!” He points down to the ground, practically on the trail, less than 3 feet from thirty 
excited fourth graders.

It’s a fawn. A beautiful, tiny fawn. It looks at us, terrified, barely hidden under a growth of leaves, 
curled in a ball by an oak trunk. This quiet little fawn stays perfectly still. Even though it knows it’s 
been seen, it relies on instincts that tell it to freeze.

We stop the whole class, and back them away from the fawn and urge them into silence. We whisper 
instructions to look for a moment, then walk down the trail where we can talk and answer all their 
questions. When away from the fawn, we take our time to have a teaching moment about deer 
behaviors and fawn safety, then move on so we can get to the bus. Every student on that hike had 
an experience that will hopefully stay with them for the rest of their lives, it certainly will stay with 
me.

Every spring, the district fields calls from concerned visitors that have come across a fawn that 
similarly appears abandoned. The fawns are usually born in May and June in litters of 1-3, most 
commonly as a set of twins. During the birth, the mother will find a safe space to lie down and rest. 
In the last few minutes, she will stand to deliver the young with the help of gravity. She will provide 
immediate care, cleaning them, checking on their health, and nursing. Within a few hours the young 
can stand on their own and begin walking or running shortly after.

Article continued on page 5

Naturalist Notes:
Fabulous Fawns
Brenna Karcher
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Once the young are cleaned, nursed, and able to move on 
their own, the mother will lay them down in a secluded 
area. She needs to forage for food to restore her energy. 
This is where our human instincts conflict with the instincts 
and adaptations of white-tailed deer. Our babies are 
practically attached to us while they develop head and neck 
strength. Deer adapted differently in two important ways, 
which cause the fawns to be safest when left alone.

First, fawns have their distinctive coats. We see them in 
color, so their stunning reddish-brown hue with bright 
white spots can make them stand out on a field. However, 
that pattern is adapted to woodland and prairie habitats, 
along with their native predators. When viewed in black 
and white, the spots mimic the patterns of dappled 
sunlight. It breaks up the shape of their body, making them 
less obvious. When that is combined with an instinct to 
freeze, they disappear into the background.

Second, deer scent glands do not produce scent when 
they are young. If a doe were to spend a lot of time with 
her young fawns, her scent could draw predators to them. 
By staying away, she is actively working to protect them. 
There is a myth that if we touch a mammal, the mother 
will abandon it because of the human scent. This is not accurate. Mammal mothers will usually take 
their young back even if humans have touched them. This is not carte blanche to go touching baby 
animals. Instead of creating danger of abandonment, touching young can create danger in other 
ways. Your scent added to a fawn could act the same as a mother does’ scent - it could create a trail 
for predators to find. Additionally, if a mother is near enough to her young to see a person touching 
her young, she may become aggressive against the person to defend them.

This spring, if you find a fawn alone in the woods, take a moment to enjoy the experience. Then, 
move away to give it space to move to a new hiding spot. You will keep yourself and the fawn safe by 
letting them live in the way their instincts have shown them is the safest.

“Friends of the District”
Thank you for your memorial donations to the District

In Memory of Lee “Buzz” Sherman – Karen Winland

In Memory of Connie Morden and Sally & John Grubb – Kaye & Chris Foreman

In Memory of Jerry Biggs – Steve & Pat Bianchetta
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* The sap used to make our Forest Glen syrup comes from the Sugar Maple tree, which needs to be     
   approximately 40 years old before it is large enough to tap.
* The sap is stored in the tree roots during the winter months. Warm sunny days are a signal to the   
   tree it is time to send the sap up from the roots to the tree branches. 
* VCCD staff places 500 taps in the trunks of Sugar Maple trees around Forest Glen in January.
* It takes roughly 40 gallons of sap to make 1 gallon of maple syrup. Fresh sap has a very low sugar  
  content, yet high-quality maple syrup is composed, at minimum, of 66 percent sugar. 
* Most trees only yield 5 to 15 gallons of sap per season. 

Did You Know? 
Maple Syrup Facts

The forest floor explodes with a carpet of wildflowers every spring. Join us as we discover and 
discuss the diversity of flowers along Lookout Point Trail, Kennekuk County Park on Sunday, April 23 
at 1 pm.  We will also search for native animals, insects, mushrooms, and more!  The trail is one-mile 
in length with bridges, hills, and steps, but we will take several breaks as we hike. 
 
This program is open to all ages, with children under the age of 16 accompanied by an adult. 
Pre-registration is required and available at https://KennekukSpringHike2023.eventbrite.com. 
Registration is limited to 20 people. The fee is $5.00/person. Refunds will only be given if the VCCD 
cancels the event. 
 
For more information, please call 217-442-1691, Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm.



2 Volunteer Fair, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 1 - 4p.m., Learn how to become a VCCD Volunteer!
19 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited  
21 VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.
23	 Spring	Wildflower	Guided	Hike	at	Lookout	Point	Trail,	Kennekuk,	1p.m.,	$5/person
  Pre-registration	required	at	https://KennekukSpringHike2023.eventbrite.com
30	 Master	Gardeners	Plant	Sale	at	Bunker	Hill	Historic	Area,	Kennekuk	County	Park,	12	-	2p.m.	

3		 National	Trails	Day	at	Forest	Glen.	Public	Invited.	No	registration	required.	Free!
  Guided	hikes	at	Beech	Grove	ADA-Access	Trail	10a.m.,	and	Deer	Meadow	Trail	12p.m.
5	 VCCD	Wildlife	Programs	begin	for	9	weeks	at	Vermilion	County	Libraries.	Free!	
  Call	your	local	library	for	dates	and	information
9  VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.
10	 Illini	Bass	Club	&	D.A.R.E.	Kid’s	Fishing	Derby,	Horseshoe	Pond,	Kennekuk,	9a.m.	Free!	
13	 Wonder	Bugs	Summer	Camp,	K-3rd	Grade,	9	-	11:30a.m.,	Kennekuk	Education	Center**
15	 Creek	Stomping	Summer	Camp,	4th-7th	Grade,	9	-	11:30a.m.,	Forest	Glen	Gannett	Education	Center**	
20	 Toddling	Into	Nature	Camp	“Whoo-hoo	likes	Owls”-	open	to	ages	3,	4,	5	yrs.	10a.m.	or	2p.m.	Kennekuk**		
21	 Toddling	Into	Nature	Camp	“Whoo-hoo	likes	Owls”	-	open	to	ages	3,	4,	5	yrs.	10a.m.	Kennekuk**
21	 VCCD	Board	Meeting	at	Gannett	Education	Center,	Forest	Glen,	4:30p.m.	Public	Invited
22	 Toddling	Into	Nature	Camp	“Busy	Bumbling	Bees”	-	open	to	ages	3,	4,	5	yrs.	10a.m.	or	2p.m.	Kennekuk**
23	 Toddling	Into	Nature	Camp	“Busy	Bumbling	Bees”	-	open	to	ages,	3,	4,	5	yrs.	10a.m.	Kennekuk**
27	 Pioneer	Kids	Summer	Camp,	K-3rd	Grade,	9	-	11:30a.m.	Forest	Glen	Gannett	Education	Center**

13	 Spring	Turkey	Hunt	Draw	for	Kennekuk;	Applications	due	March	10,	call	217-442-1691	for	info
15	 VCCD	Board	Meeting	at	Gannett	Education	Center,	Forest	Glen,	4:30p.m.	Public	Invited
18	 Sportsman’s	Banquet,	VCCF	Fundraising	Event,	Dragonfly	Venue,	Sleepy	Creek	Vineyards,	$25/person
  Call	217-662-2142	for	more	information
19	 Maple	Syrup	Fest,	Gannett	Education	Center,	Forest	Glen,	10a.m.	-	2p.m.	
	 	 Enjoy	a	variety	of	free	maple	syrup	activities,	French	Toast	Basket	$6/person,	call	217-662-2142	for	info
21	 CoCoRah	Weather	Monitoring	Citizen	Science	Project,	Kennekuk	Education	Center,	5	-	6p.m.,	Free
	 	 Pre-registration	is	required,	call	217-662-2142	to	register	or	for	more	information

Vermilion County Conservation District
2023 Calendar of Events

For	the	most	up-to-date	information,	please	visit	www.vccd.org,	call	
Kennekuk	County	Park	at	217-442-1691,	Forest	Glen	Preserve	at	217-662-2142,	

and	follow	us	on	Facebook.

March

April

May

June

17	 VCCD	Board	Meeting	at	Kennekuk	Environmental	Education	Center,	4:30p.m.	Public	Invited		
20	 Kids	to	Park	Day	Event,	Gannett	Education	Center,	Forest	Glen,	1	-	3p.m.,	Public	Invited.	Free!
27	 Middle	Fork	River	Paddle	Trip,	Bunker	Hill	Canoe	Access,	Kennekuk,	Time	TBA
  Pre-registration	and	Fee	required,	call	217-662-2142	for	more	information
28	 Historic	Buildings	at	Forest	Glen	&	Kennekuk	open	Sundays	through	Labor	Day,	1	-	4p.m.
TBA	 Viking	Celebration	of	Spring,	Homestead	Cabin	area,	Forest	Glen,	10a.m.	-	4p.m.,	Free!
TBA	 Lake	Vermilion	boat	ramp	concessions	open,	call	217-442-1691	for	hours

February
10  VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.
15	 VCCD	Board	Meeting	at	Kennekuk	Environmental	Education	Center,	4:30p.m.	Public	Invited	

** VCCD Summer Camps require Preregistration and Fee
    Registration information found online at vccd.org or at park offices.



November

December

July

11 VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.
12 Perseid Meteor Shower Viewing Party, Forest Glen Meadowlark Shelter, 9 - 11p.m., Free!
16 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited
26 Canoeing Lake Mingo - Introductory Canoeing for Adults, Kennekuk, 9a.m. - 12p.m., $20/person
  Pre-registration required, call 217-662-2142 for information

September

October

9 River to Rail Bike Ride for the KRT, Preregistration & fee required, call 442-1691 for more information
TBD Wool Dyeing Demonstration, Pioneer Homestead Cabin, Forest Glen. 10a.m. - 3p.m.  Free!
18 Waterfowl Hunt Draw for Lake Mingo and Lake Vermilion, Applications due Sept 15, call 217-442-1691 for info
20 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited
23-24  Revolutionary War Re-enactment, Pioneer Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen. Free!
  Saturday 10a.m. - 5p.m., Sunday 10a.m. - 4p.m. 
24 Pioneer Craft Day, Pioneer Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen, 10a.m. - 4p.m. Free!
29 Full Moon Hike, Kennekuk Education Center, 6:30p.m., Pre-registration required, $5/person

14 Fall Paddle on Lake Vermilion, Family friendly, Time TBA, Canoe/Kayak rental $15/person or BYO Boat Free
  Pre-registration is required, Call 217-662-2142 for more information
18 VCCD Board Meeting at Gannett Education Center, Forest Glen, 4:30p.m. Public Invited 
20 VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.

5 Thanksgiving at the Cabin, Pioneer Homestead Cabin area, Forest Glen. 1 - 4p.m., Free!
8 KRT at Sleepy Creek Event, Sleepy Creek Vineyards, 6 - 9p.m. Call 217-442-1691 to purchase tickets
15 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited

3 BHHA Holiday Open House at the Bunker Hill Historic Area, Kennekuk, 2 - 8p.m. Free!
3-31 BHHA Holiday Lights at the Bunker Hill Historic Area, Kennekuk, 5 - 8p.m. Free!
6 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited
8 VCCF Board Meeting, Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 9a.m.

** VCCD Summer Camps require Preregistration and Fee
    Registration information found online at vccd.org or at park offices.

June Continued
28 Gone Fishin’ Summer Camp, 4th-7th Grade, 9 - 11:30a.m., Horseshoe Pond, Kennekuk**
29 Gone Fishin’ Summer Camp, 4th-7th Grade, 9 - 11:30a.m., Willow Pond, Forest Glen**

Vermilion County Conservation District
2023 Calendar of Events

For the most up-to-date information, please visit www.vccd.org, or call 
Kennekuk County Park at 217-442-1691, Forest Glen Preserve at 217-662-2142

6 IDNR ENTICE Education Workshop, “Illinois Wild Mammals,” Kennekuk Education Center, $10/person
  Registration and Information at https://enticeworkshops.com/ 
11 Young Explorers Camp, K-3rd Grade, 9a.m. - 3p.m. Forest Glen Gannett Education Center**
12 Young Explorers Camp, K-3rd Grade, 9a.m. - 3p.m. Kennekuk Education Center**
13 Junior Explorers Camp, 4th-7th Grade, 9a.m. - 3p.m. Kennekuk Education Center**
17 Forest Glen Preserve Whitetail Deer Archery Hunt Lottery Draw; Applications due July 14
18, 19 Paddling Around Lake Mingo Camp, 4th-7th Grade, 9 - 11a.m. Lake Mingo Boat Ramp, Kennekuk**
19 VCCD Board Meeting at Kennekuk Environmental Education Center, 4:30p.m. Public Invited
TBD Spinners & Weavers Day, Gannett Education Center, Forest Glen, 10a.m. - 3p.m. Free! 

August

January 2024
2 First Day Shelter Reservations accepted for 2024, call 217-442-1691 for more information
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Fallen Feathers
Lara Danzl

After a long cold gray winter, many of us are ready to explore the forests of Vermilion County when 
spring temperatures arrive. We are excited to see wildlife, or signs of wildlife, when visiting the 
parks. A bird feather laying on the forest floor is a common occurrence and their beautiful colors 
and patterns can catch your eye. You may be tempted to collect and keep the feather as a memento 
from your park visit or carry it home to start a collection. Keeping any feather from a bird, however, 
can put you at risk of violating state and federal laws.

Feathers became a status symbol in society before the 18th century. Birds were hunted 
indiscriminately around the world to supply large quantities of feathers to fashion centers around 
the world, including London and New York. Bird feathers were often valued at twice their weight 
in gold, thus even the general population participated in the hunting of birds. Early conservationist 
groups, such as the 1880s Society for Abolishing the Wearing of Birds, were formed to combat the 
detrimental impact on bird populations.

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act, created in 1918, makes it unlawful to hunt, take, capture, kill or sell 
migratory birds. This federal law also protects any bird part, including feathers, eggs, and nests. 

Birds naturally molt, or shed, their feathers throughout the year. New feathers will grow, similar to 
how we lose and re-grow hair. These naturally molted feathers, or feathers from a deceased bird, 
cannot be possessed legally because it would be difficult for law enforcement officers to determine 
how the feather was collected.  There are only a few avenues for a person to legally possess bird 
feathers: (1) if the bird was legally hunted, like turkeys or pheasants; (2) those used in 
religious purposes by qualified Native Americans; (3) if an educational permit was issued 
to a school or nature facility; or (4) in Illinois, if the feather came from a non-protected 
bird species (European starling, rock dove, or house sparrow). 

If you find a fallen feather, take a moment of appreciation to study its shape 
and color patterns. Photographs are encouraged too!  An excellent tool 
to help you identify the feather is the Feather Atlas, a website developed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that promotes feather identification 
with high-resolution scans of the flight feathers of North American 
birds. See if you can identify the bird species of your fallen feather at 
https://www.fws.gov/lab/featheratlas/. 
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During the summer of 2022, as part of a my graduate degree work with the University of Illinois, I 
trapped and tracked Brown-headed Cowbirds at Kennekuk County Park. 

This project had two main goals:
 1. To trap adult cowbirds and equip them with small radio transmitter backpacks and track                  
               their movements and roosting (sleeping) behavior throughout the park. The movements                 
               were automatically recorded using the 6-tower Automatic Radio Telemetry System (ARTS) 
               already established at Kennekuk.
 2. To locate cowbird eggs within nests throughout the park, equip nestling cowbirds with              
               backpacks right before they leave the nest, and track their movement behavior as they 
     search out and find the adult groups.

The first goal of this project was a huge success. Using the two ladder 
traps (shown at right) set up near the maintenance building and along the 
wetland trail we caught 73 adult cowbirds and 3 juvenile cowbirds later 
in the summer. This allowed us to release all 30 of our radio transmitter 
backpacks and track their movements throughout the summer. We took 
blood samples from all birds that we captured and later this year we will 
be performing genetic tests comparing the 73 adults and 3 juveniles to 
hopefully determine which adults parented our 3 juveniles.

Cowbirds sleep, or “roost”, communally in large groups with other 
blackbirds. The location of this roost changes throughout the summer and 
between years, but this summer we were lucky enough to have the local 
semi-permanent roost located within the phragmites and cattails surrounding one of Kennekuk’s 
wetlands. Every night I got to watch as upwards of 3,500 birds crammed themselves in to the densely 
packed reeds, including species such as European Starlings, Red-winged Blackbirds, Common 
Grackles, and of course, Brown-headed Cowbirds.

Continued on next page

Brown-headed Cowbird
Trapping and Tracking
Mac Chamberlain
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We can only guess as to why these birds display this specific behavior, but it is most likely due to 
the fact that these dense reeds stand over two feet of water and provide safety from predators that 
may be hunting at night. There is also safety in numbers, so roosting with these large groups has 
additional protections that these birds would miss out on if they roost in a separate but ecologically 
similar Kennekuk wetland. 

The second goal of this project was unsuccessful. After many hours of 
searching Kennekuk for bird nests, we found approximately 130 nests of a 
variety of different cowbird host species (mainly Red-winged blackbird, Field 
Sparrow, Common Yellowthroats, and Northern Cardinal). Of those 130 nests, 
only 8 were parasitized by cowbirds. This parasitism rate is low compared to 
what we’ve seen in previous years and the reason for this is unknown. 

Even more unfortunate, of the 8 parasitized nests we found, none of them 
survived to fledging. We assume that all of these nests were predated on 
by minks, due to multiple mink predation events caught on camera by a 
separate graduate student researcher at Kennekuk: Facundo Fernandez-
Duque.

Sometimes science is all about rolling with the punches. Due to our low 
success with cowbird nestlings despite a high amount of effort, we decided to stop nest searching 
halfway through the season and double down on the successfully tagged adult individuals. This led to 
a third project question to be formed: 

 3. Can we lure the cowbirds out of this large roost by playing cowbird chatter (a common                  
               call made by female cowbirds and known to attract cowbirds during the day) at a separate 
     nearby wetland?

In order to answer this question, we played either Brown-headed Cowbird chatter (our treatment), 
Mourning Dove coo (our control), or silence (a second control) at a nearby suitable wetland for ~3 
hours before sunset and 1 hour after. Our prediction was that our backpacked cowbirds (along with 
others) would roost near the speaker rather than near the large communal roost. To our surprise, 
we were not able to relocate any cowbirds during any of the playback treatments. Every single 
backpacked cowbird, no matter where they were trapped on the property, consistently roosted within 
the communal roost for most of the summer. Our birds continued to roost there until a mid-July heat 
wave dried up the area where they were roosting, resulting in all of the birds moving their roosting 
location to the wetlands within the Illinois Power Company south west of 
Kennekuk.
After these birds moved their roosting location, a few of the cowbirds still 
chose to visit the property during the day to feed and potentially lay late 
season eggs. This allowed me to continue my monitoring throughout the 
rest of the summer. My last bird was registered by a tower in mid-August, 
suggesting that the tags have either all ran out of battery or my cowbirds 
have all left the property for the summer.

This summer of data has raised a lot of new exciting questions about 
cowbirds and their roosting behavior and it wouldn’t have happened without 
the amazing facilities and habitats throughout Kennekuk County Park. Our 
immense gratitude goes out to everyone that helped make this project 
possible.
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In the World of Volunteers
by Lara Danzl

 
The Bunker Hill Historic Buildings at Kennekuk, as well as the Nature Center and Pioneer Cabin at 
Forest Glen, will be back open with volunteers this year! Schedules and more information will be 
shared with volunteers through the postal mail and electronic newsletters. We are excited to have 
our buildings open to the public again this year!

Our volunteer trail steward program will also be back in full force this year as well. Letters and 
information will be mailed before the end of April. This year, we will also need trail stewards for the 
Kickapoo Rail Trail. 

To help keep volunteers updated, I will periodically send updates about District volunteer needs and 
events through an electronic newsletter.  If you are currently not receiving the volunteer electronic 
newsletter and would like to, please feel free to send me your email address so I can add you to the 
mailing list at ldanzl@vccd.org.

Be sure to save the date of Sunday, August 20, 2023 for the Summer Volunteer Appreciation 
Cookout at Kennekuk’s White Oak Barn at 5pm.  More details to come, but we hope to see 
everyone there! 
 

For more information on volunteering, 
Please contact Lara Danzl at 217-442-1691 or ldanzl@vccd.org.

VCCD Volunteer Fair
Come out and learn how to become a part of the VCCD Volunteer Team at 

Forest Glen Preserve, Kennekuk County Park, Lake Vermilion, 
Heron County Park, and Kickapoo Rail Trail!

 

Volunteers are needed to staff the Historic Buildings and Nature Center,
become Trail Stewards, assist with Special Events, and more!

 

Sunday, April 2 from 1 - 4 PM
Kennekuk Environmental Education Center

Call 217-442-1691 for details
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The Vermilion County Conservation District's Summer Programs offer outdoor fun for children ages 3
and older. With almost 4,500 acres between Kennekuk County Park and Forest Glen Preserve, children
will gain appreciation and knowledge of wildlife and the great outdoors. Guided by experienced camp
counselors, the activities will help children explore their natural world through hands-on discoveries,
hiking excursions, and art. 

Please call Forest Glen Preserve at 217-662-2142 if you have any questions regarding our camp
programs. You can mail or drop off your registration using the registration form found on our website
www.vccd.org, or at the Kennekuk and Forest Glen Visitor Centers.

All fees are due at the time of registration. Fee includes the listed program, craft materials, and snacks.
Activities requiring special clothing or pre-packed lunches are listed in the description.

Wonder Bugs
Grades K-3rd         $20/child 

 June 13 at 9:00am - 11:30am
Environmental Education Center, 

Kennekuk County Park
Explore the wonderful wetlands of Kennekuk

through books, activities, and a nature hike. Kids
will get an up close, hands-on, aquatic experience

with the plants and animals of the wetlands! 
 

Toddling into Nature
Ages 3-5    $5.00/child/session    1.25 hours

Environmental Education Center,
 Kennekuk County Park 

  

Introduce young children to the natural
world by exploring through songs, stories,
activities, crafts, and more with a parent

or guardian. Each class is organized
around a theme and emphasizes active
learning through sensory experiences,
and movement activities. Toddlers may

sign up for one camp or both.

Whoo-hoo Likes Owls
June 20 at 10:00am or 2:00pm

June 21 at 10:00am
 Learn about our feathered flyers through

crafts, listening to their calls, dissecting 
an owl pellet, and more!

Busy Bumbling Bees
 June 22 at 10:00am or 2:00pm

 June 23 at 10:00am
Get the latest buzz about these 

beneficial pollinating insects!

Pioneer Kids
Grades K-3rd          $20/child
June 27 at 9:00am - 11:30am

Gannett Outdoor Education Center,
 Forest Glen Preserve 

 

What was it like to be a kid in the 1850’s? 
Join us for Pioneer Kids Camp to find out! 

Campers will hike to the Pioneer Homestead, make
a candle, and cook a sweet treat on the hearth to

enjoy. 

Vermilion County Conservation District

2023 Summer Camp Programs



Junior Explorers
Grades 4th-7th         $35/child    

 July 13 at  9:00am - 3:00pm
White Oak Barn, Kennekuk County Park

 
Junior Explorers will be able to enjoy a

classic summer camp program, similar to
our Young Explorers camp, but with nature
adventure activities geared more to their

age range. Explorers will take a 2-mile hike,
roast a hot dog for lunch, discover wildlife,
and create a unique art and craft project.

 

Paddling Around Lake Mingo
Grades 4th-7th         $20/child

July 18 or 19 at 9:00am - 11:00am 
Lake Mingo Boat Ramp, Kennekuk County Park

 

Explore Lake Mingo in kayaks on a guided
tour with District Naturalists. Learn about the

diversity of fish, birds, mammals, and more
that call Lake Mingo home. Kayaking basics
will be covered. All participants are required

to wear a provided life jacket. 

Creek Stomping Ecology Camp
Grades 4th-7th         $20/child
June 15 at 9:00am - 11:30am 

Gannett Outdoor Education Center, 
Forest Glen Preserve

 

Spend the day getting wet while exploring
Willow Creek. Follow our Naturalists on an
adventure in the creek while searching for

aquatic life and observing animal tracks
along the way. 

Participants must wear shoes and clothes
that can get wet and muddy. Examples

include old tennis shoes or water shoes and
their least favorite shirt. They are welcome
to bring a change of dry clothes to put on

before leaving.  
 

Gone Fishin'
Grades 4th-7th          $20/child
 June 28 at 9:00am - 11:30am

Horseshoe Pond, Kennekuk County Park
 June 29 at 9:00am - 11:30am

Willow Creek Pond, Forest Glen Preserve
 

Practice fishing from start to finish: 
bait your hook and care for your fish 

after the catch. Learn to identify 
common Illinois fish. 

 
Campers will see a live ethical

demonstration on how to clean, cut, and
prepare fish after catching. All fishing

equipment will be provided.
 

Young Explorers
Grades K-3rd         $35/child    
 July 11 at  9:00am - 3:00pm

Gannett Outdoor Education Center, 
Forest Glen Preserve

 July 12 at 9:00am - 3:00pm
White Oak Barn, Kennekuk County Park

 
During this fun-filled classic summer camp, your

child will participate in a variety of nature adventure
activities. Explorers will take a nature hike, roast a
hot dog for lunch, discover wildlife, and create an

arts and craft project. 
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Vermilion County Conservation District
2023 Summer Camp Opportunities Program Registration 

Please complete the registration form below and return with fee to: 
Vermilion County Conservation District, Attention: Summer Camp Registration 

20301 900 North Rd, Westville, IL 61883 

Child’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address, City, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Primary Phone: _____________________________ Secondary Phone: ______________________________ 

Grade Completed or Age Spring of 2023: _______________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Email: _____________________________________________________________________

Special information we should know: medications, allergies, etc.: ____________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________

*If my child should be injured while attending the summer programs, I will be notified. If I cannot be reached, I 
authorize the VCCD staff to act on my behalf to secure necessary medical treatment for the above child. I 
understand that payment of any medical expenses is my responsibility.

________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Required Date 

Frequently, the VCCD takes video or photographs of people enjoying programs and special events.  These photographs 
are for VCCD promotions and marketing.  They are used at the VCCD’s discretion and become its sole property.  If a 
registered participant wishes to be excluded from any photographs, they may do so in writing to the VCCD or by simply 
stepping away from the camera. 

Please Circle or Check Appropriate Camp Date and Location. All Camp Fees are Non-Refundable. 
Don’t forget to include your registration fee with your completed form.

Checks need to be made out to VCCD. Questions? Contact Forest Glen Preserve, 217-662-2142. 

Toddling Into Nature - Circle Date AND Time (Kennekuk)
$5 – June 20, 10am  /  June 20, 2pm  /  June 21, 10 am (Whoo-hoo Likes Owls?)
$5 – June 22, 10am  /  June 22, 2pm  /  June 23, 10 am (Busy Bumbling Bees)

Wonder Bugs (Kennekuk) Creek Stomping Camp (Forest Glen)
$20 – June 13 $20 – June 15

Pioneer Kids Camp (Forest Glen) Junior Explorers
$20 – June 27 $35 – July 13 (Kennekuk)

Young Explorers Gone Fishin’
$35 – July 11 (Forest Glen) $20 – June 28 (Kennekuk)
$35 – July 12 (Kennekuk) $20 – June 29 (Forest Glen)

Paddling Around Lake Mingo (Kennekuk)
$20 – July 18
$20 – July 19



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VERMILION COUNTY CONSERVATION FOUNDATION  
New Year – New Membership for 2023 

 Join us in supporting your Vermilion County Parks with a new or renewed membership for 2023.  We 
have big plans for this year that include fundraising to complete the new Gannett Outdoor Education Center 
addition and old playground equipment will be replaced with safe new equipment for play areas at both Kennekuk 
and Forest Glen Preserve.  We have a brand-new website that makes gift giving easier than ever.   

Your VCCF membership entitles you to a 10% discount on District rentals and user fees, and expires 
each December 31.  Call the Foundation office at 217-662-2142, M-F. Your membership gift at any level is greatly 
appreciated! 

  □  $25       Regular   

  □  $50        Supporting   

  □ $100       Patron   

  □ $1,000     Life – payable in up to four installments, if preferred 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_______________________________________   State __________  Zip Code ___________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________ E-mail________________________________________ 
 
Visit the NEW Foundation website at https://www.vccfoundation.info to become a Foundation Member, or enclose 
this form with your tax-deductible check payable to VCCF and mail to:  VCCF, c/o Forest Glen Preserve, 20301 
East 900 North Road, Westville, IL  61883 
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ISSN-1094-9615

Vermilion County Conservation District
22296 Henning Road
Danville, IL 61834

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Danville, IL 

Permit No. 839

Printed on Recycled Paper


